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a short way above the W eissmies hut where he was able to show to 
the full his great skill as a rock climber. Othmar was also an excellent 
Alpine ski-runner and used to make many tours in the winter and spring 
on the glaciers and peaks around the Britannia hut. 

He was a most agreeable and interesting companion, and kept one 
amused with a fund of good stories about people and mountains. 

Othmar Supersaxo had climbed in many other parts of the Alps, but 
he always gave the impression that he thought the valley of Saas and 
his village of Saas Fee by far the best of them all. 

E. B. BEAUMAN. 
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In the Rain and the Sun. By the Rt. Hon. L. S. Amery, C.H. Pp. 251, illus-
trated. Hutchinson & Co. , London, 1946. Price 21s. 

THIS is the sequel to Days of Fresh Air reviewed in A.J. 52. 143 sqq., 
where the hope was expressed that the distinguished writer would find 
time for more travel and mountain reminiscences. Putting it briefly, 
the sequel is as excellent as the original, and once more the reader 
will marvel at the wealth of material (crowded by the publishers) 
into 2 so pages of closest print. The contents range from the Western 
and Eastern Alps to the mountains of South Africa, New Zealand and 
Canada, in fact, over much of that portion of the world now in process 
of ' liquidation ' to quote Mr. Churchill's grim phrase an Empire 
which he and Mr. Amery have done so much to build up and con
solidate. 

However, bitter as it must have been, our author has steered skilfully 
clear of politics and we can but endeavour to do likewise. The opening 
chapters deal with the first European War and with home scenes, 
both are of the highest interest. In the first there . is an allusion to 
the Versailles Staff under Henry Wilson and of which Mr. Amery 
was Secretary. Of which Staff, ' the story has never yet been told 
and well deserves telling.' Perhaps some day Mr. Amery may write 
of it, as also of Haig's and the egregious Petain's evasions of the same. 
In the Salonika recollections we may note that the author deals gently 
with his Director of Intelligence, and we might add that the said' C.O.' 

· disappeared into retirement before 1918. In the home scenes we 
obtain vivid glimpses of Devon, Wales, as also of yachting episodes. 

Not till Chapter Ill do we come to the Alps, comprising Pennines, 
Mont Blanc and Bernese Oberland in the years 192o-24. It is to be 
noted that here and indeed throughout the book Mr. Amery appears 
to have suffered unduly from too much Rain and insufficient Sun. 
His record of expeditions, great as it is, might under worthier con
ditions have been even more impressive. Later again we have the 
Alps in 1925-28, including winter ski work, Bernina, Pennines, together 
with an admirable note on a climb up Ago di Sciora and a very hazardous 
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adventure on the Tiefenmatten face and Italian ridge of Matterhorn, 
alone with young Adolf Pollinger. 

To the general reader the chapters relating Mr. Amery's pilgrimage 
of Empire will appeal : South Africa, Australia, New Zealand and 
Canada. In all these territories he contrived during brief intervals of 
' repose ' to make ascents, and in the last named country not only 
discovered but made the first ascent of an I I ,ooo ft. peak already 
named after him two years before his visit! To the mountaineer and 
explorer the ' Quest of Mt. Amery' is probably the best of many good 
chapters in the book. And so after passing over much country, a 
wealth of compressed and delightful information, we return to the 
Alps, 'Familiar Scenes, 193o-34,' including also a winter ascent of the 
Pyrenean Canigou. Again our author suffered much misfortune from 
bad weather. 

To the reviewer the 'Eastern Alps, 1935-7,' is of great interest. 
This chapter includes an interview at Berchtesgaden with a notorious 
gangster, but 'that wicked man ' does not appear to have impressed. 
With a feeling of relief we turn to the great eastern face of Watzmann, 
with its 6soo ft. of sheer height above a spectator at its base as compared 
with Nanga Parbat's 23,ooo ft. from a similar position. Mr. Amery 
climbs this face of Watzmann, complicated, difficult and especially 
very long in 6! hours an astonishing feat for a man nominally long 
past the flush of youth and accompanied by unknown, if competent, 
guides. Later we come to adventures in Kugy's realm, the JulianAlps
Triglav, Razor, Skrlatica and others. Afterwards we read of a rather 
desperate ascent of the Styrian Dachstein by the S. face ; bad con
ditions, bad weather and with one of his two companions of distinctly 
moderate efficiency. The Trisselwand of Alt Aussee rotten red 
rocks appears to have grown no sounder in the last 30 years, but we 
once found a rustic perambulator contaip.ing two babies on the top J 
Fortunately there is more than one route.. The engrossing tale of 
many adventures, shrewd observation and an all consumi~g admiration. 
of nature in all its forms, ends up with the Secretary of State's visit 
to the victorious Indian and Gurkha troops in the Apennines to the 
N. of Florence. With sorrow we close a versatile and most entertaining 
volume. 

To end on a light and meticulous note. The publishers' blurb 
and the dust cover are perhaps adequate. The print .is an eyestrain 
and unworthy of the subject, the illustrations mostly mediocre and in
differently presented. Doubtless ' Austerity ' has much to do with 
the said poor presentation, yet there is little of austerity in the price. 
The photograph facing p. 97 is taken from Soglio not Sondrio. The 
views of Watzmann are good. 

Assured that In the Rain and the Sun will go through many editions, 
we venture to point out a few minor errors in the text. A purist 
would not pass the spelling of many Bernina, or of a few Pennine and 
Mont Blanc names neither would the Siegfried or B.I.K. maps. 
' Gussfelt Col ' (sic, p. 1o8) is quite inadmissible. Four and not three 
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Eton masters perished on Piz Roseg in 1933. ' Requin 'has no accent 
As regards the Aiguille de Grepon (p. 62),plaques Ravanel is a grotesque 
Chamonix misnomer long corrected ; plaques Morse is the official 
'V allot' nomenclature. These plaques were first climbed many years 
ago 1 by Sir George Morse led by Hans and Ulrich Alrner ; Ravanel 
had never at any time connection with the locality. In any case, as is 
pointed out in the text, the slabs are now supposed to have slipped 
during an earthquake. Mr. AIJ?.ery's is one of the very few parties 
successful in scaling them, if not quite after the classical method. 

E. L. STRtJTT 

Memories of Mountains and Men. By Arthur P. Harper. Pp. 208; 38 illus-
trations. Simpson & Williams, Christchurch, N.Z., 1946. 

FIFTY years ago two men published books on the New Zealand Alps, 
when climbing was in its infancy there and, even getting to the Alps 
was an exp·edition. Mr. Mannering's The High Alps of New Zealand 
told the story on the Canterbury side, and Mr. Harper's Pioneer Work 
in the Alps of New Zealand told the story on the western side : both 
intensely interesting books which I had read when New Zealand was 
only a name to me. Two years ago Mr. Mannering published his 
Eighty years in New Zealand and now Mr. Harper has published his 
Memories. It is a fine and a well told story, closing with a climb to the 
divide which entailed fording rivers, cutting a track through the bush, 
and a night in the open to get a last look at his beloved W estland. 
Incidentally Mr. Harper was then 7 5. If they were giants in their 
youth, they are giants still. 

As Mr. Harper says in his preface, memories appeal most to those 
who know the author or the places. This of course is true, but Mr. 
Harper can tell a story well. I can vouch for the casual happy-go-lucky 
place the West Coast was in those days, where anything might happen 
and often did. I was there when the incident related on p. 135 hap
pened and knew nearly all the people mentioned. Anyone who saw 
Spofforth bowl, and remembers the talk about it, will appreciate the 
story on p. 20. But there are stories as well of England and the Alpine 
Club and Switzerland. The New Zealand Alpine Club and climbing 
and tramping generally in New Zealand owe a great debt to Mr. 
Harper, of which he says little ; for some fifteen years he welded them 
into a loose association that could approach the Tourist Department 
and bring order out of odd grants here and there. The book gives a 
good summary of climbing in New Zealand and will be a valuable 
record. It is a great pity that he has not been able to edit Charley 
Douglas' diaries. Douglas did a great work on the West Coast and 
his records of nature in the bush, when it was really a virgin bush, ought 
to be available. 

On p. 42 the' Gemmi' should be' Grimsel' and the name' Fiddian' 
is at times spelt ' Phiddian.' H E N 

. . EWTON. 

1 August I, !889. A.J. 39· 253- 254· Guide Vallot (1925), pp. s8- 6o. 
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Snow on the Hills. By F. S. SD;lythe. I2f X 9f· Pp. 119,47 plates from 
photographs by the author. A. & C. Black, London, 1946. Price zos. net. 

MR. SMYTHE's latest picture book is a remarkably fine production. It 
is of large size and the quality of the paper is much higher than any
thing seen during the war years, no doubt reflecting the publishers' 
exuberance at the abolition of the paper controls. The change from 
gravure to half-tone also enables the tonal excellence of the photo
graphs to be better retained. 

The contents are mainly the mixture as before. The title has been 
given the widest interpretation and pictures range from hoarfrost in 
Sussex to monsoon clouds on the Himalaya. The cover picture, 
again seen in Plate XVII, is quite outstanding, as is Plate IV of hoar
frost on bracken and birches. Of considerable mountaineering interest 
are the group of pictures from the Canadian Rockies, especially those 
taken from an aircraft. Plate XXX of Mt. Robson from the north is 
perhaps primus inter pares. Among a group of Alpine pictures in 
summer and winter, Plate XXIII of Monte Rosa from an unusual 
viewpoint is refreshing. The Everest photographs are all well worth 
seeing again. The Cairngorm group, Plates VI- IX and frontispiece, 
are not quite at ease in such splendid company, but the region is 
perhaps the most difficult in Britain for the photographer. 

Mr. Smythe offers his book to mountain and snow photographers 
and the earnest disciple will read his chapter on the photography of 
snow with care. It opens strongly with a well argued case for the larger 
camera resoundingly proved by the high quality of the reproductions. 
One feels that the shades of Donkin and Sella, of Holmes and Holland 
and Speyer and Collie, range themselves behind the author and nod 
approval. The modern small camera has made possible a vast increase 
in output, but only at the loss of high technical quality in open views 
on the grand scale. It beats the larger machine in its own field . . . 
the mountaineering action picture, of which Mr. Smythe does not show 
any examples in this volume. 

In the middle section of the chapter, where Mr. Smythe deals with 
films, filters and exposure, some of the statements seemed detached 
and at times even obscure. Admittedly it is a delicate matter to steer 
a middle course between brief notes of procedure and a comprehensive 
discussion of the technical background, and in the attempt it is easy 
to say too little or too much. 

Mr. Smythe points out that either orthochromatic or panchromatic 
film can be used satisfactorily for snow photography, but does not make 
it clear in the next section that what he has to say about filters refers 
only to their effects on panchromatic film. The significance of the 
remark that' dense haze can be penetrated with a deep yellow orange or, 
better still, a red filter' depends entirely upon what is meant by dense 
haze and by penetration. As the reviewer understands these words, 
the statement is optimistic, and it is not the general experience of photo
graphers that these filters overcorrect the sky in conditions of dense haze. 
Overcorrection is usually only objectionable on the blue sky of a clear day. 
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· It is perhaps less than just to the magnificent work of German 
mountain photographers to refer merely to their 'brutality' in using 
deep filters on certain Himalayan expeditions. . These filters can at 
times be used to give a better rendering of coloured rock or figures in 
conjunction with snow, a point of special significance to the mountaineer 
who may at times consider this more important than the sky tone. No 
less an authority than the author of Kamet Conquered has approved 
their use for these purposes in very war~ terms. 

Not everyone will agree with Mr. Smythe's opinion that 'soot and 
whitewash' is substantially due to overexposure. Overexposure will 
certainly give whitewash but hardly soot. Underexposure will give 
soot but not whitewash, whilst it is orthodox to blame a combination 
of underexposure and overdevelopment for this defect in high .contrast 
subjects. In most Alpine photography, careful attention to develop
ment is a major factor in good results, but Mr. Smythe makes no 
reference to his methods either of development or printing beyond 
saying that he ' prefers to print a thin negative on fast paper than to print 
a dense negative on slow paper.' But contrast can vary in negatives 
regardless of their density, and in papers regardless of their speed,· 
and the inner significance of this preference has eluded the reviewer 
since he first encountered the statement in A Camera in the Hills. 

Mr. Smythe refers to the outstanding variation in the strength of 
the light between Iooo ft. and zo,ooo ft. in the Himalaya. No doubt 
this is so, but the fact quoted that exposures at the higher altitude are 
I /8th to I /I 6th of those at the lower is not of itself any proof. Like 
is not being compared with like, for one is a snow scene and the other 
is not. Recent readings in a Highland glen showed a range of I : IO, 
from I/ soth second in pines and heather, to I /sooth on a snow ridge 
only 2000 ft. higher ; the variation being almost entirely due to the 
nature of the subject rather than to the strength of the light. 

But such points as these are of interest only to photographers, whilst 
the great majority of Mr. Smythe's readers will be content to enjoy the 
fine selection of pictures laid before them at such a modest price, and 
will · not trouble their heads as to how they were obtained, or how to 
emulate his successes. 

c. D. MILNER. 

Mountain Prospect. By Scott Russell. Pp. xvi, 248; 46 illustrations and 7 
sketch maps. Foreword by Geoffrey Winthrop Young. Chatto & Wind us. 
London, I 946. Price I 8s. net. 

ScoTT RussELL was with Eric Shipton's party in the Karakoram when 
the late war broke out. Despite prompt and continued efforts he was 
unable to join up till I94I. He was taken prisoner at Singapore and 
spent three and a half years in captivity. Owing to his botanical 
knowledge he was placed in charge of the gardens where prisoners 
grew vegetables to supplement their scanty rations. He persuaded 
the Japanese that this supervision required much writing. Retrieving 
some pads of discarded army forms he wrote this book. A brother 
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officer copied each section as it was completed, so that a second copy 
could be hidden, in case of search. He had neither his diaries, nor 
maps, nor other books to refer to. Surely this book must be a literary 
tour de force. Great books have been written in prisons. But to 
write of complicated travel in four continents in stealth and under such 
restrictions must be a unique achievement. 

The first two parts are concerned with his boyhood and adolescence 
in the space and sunshine and recurrent storms of the Southern Alps 
of New Zealand. He early turned to botany to add to his enjoyment 
of mountain travel ; and this thread of botanical interest runs all 
through the book, adding no less pleasure for the reader. For without 
descriptions of the trees and plants the mountain scene must ever be 
incomplete. 

At Nelson and Dunedin there was untrodden ground at his doorstep, 
and over this he wandered. This led on to serious climbing, beginning 
with N.Z.A.C. camps under the aegis of A. P. Harper. To me, the 
first two parts of the book together give a more intimate picture of the 
southern ranges of New Zealand, low and high, than I have met in 
any other book. The climate on the two sides of the range is explained, 
together with the consequent contrasts of glaciation and vegetation. 

When Scott Russell comes to the ' Old Mountains ' of Europe he 
already knows the allure of unknown ranges, and the payment they 
demand in hard physical labour. He immediately recognises and 
appreciates the humanistic atmosphere of the Alps, and acknowledges 
the freedom from anxiety and greater mobility arising from easy 
access, available supplies and quarters. In New Zealand the author 
had made first class expeditions with only one amateur companion. 
The same followed in the Alps. The author does not emphasise this 
point. The reviewer does. 

In England Scott Russell continued his botanical training at the 
Imperial College of Science. One of the lecturers, Alexander King, 
organised a summer expedition to Jan Mayen. There was a very 
carefully selected scheme of scientific objectives and the author joined 
as second botanist, though the glaciers of Beerenberg and the explora
tion of the unknown northern flanks of that great extinct volcano 
which dominates the island occupy the principal place in the story. 
It is a good picture of the Arctic, with the daily merging into one of 
sunset and sunrise at midnight. 

In Parts V, VI and VII we join Eric Shipton's second expedition to 
the Karakoram. The main objective was topography and map making. 
After a new survey of the Hispar-Biafo complex it was intended to 
make a winter survey from Shimshal on the northern flank of the 
main range to connect up with Mason's work on the upper Shaksgam, 
returning by the Karakoram Pass to Leh. But news of the outbreak 
of war reached them before the first part of their programme was 
completed and this fascinating second problem remains to be accom
plished. 

Here I must enter my only caveat. On page 155 the author writes 
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of ' old-fashioned cumbersome expeditions '. He should have written 
' new fangled '. The climbers and mountain explorers of the last 
century and the first decade of this, travelled light and with great 
economy of expenditure compared to the Everest expeditions and 
international excursions which followed between the two wars. The 
light expedition of which Shipton and Tilman, with our author, are 
such strong protagonists, is only a reversion to the earlier and better 
type. The author had no books of reference to hand, and it appears 
on p. 162 that he thinks Conway was involved in the Workmans' 
mistake over ' Snow Lake '. Con way neither thought this had no 
outlet nor that it was a sort of arctic ice cap. 

The enormous extent and the vast scale of the individual peaks and 
glaciers of the Karakoram is well brought out. It is far more evident 
to a band of explorers than to a party intent on the ascent of one 
particular peak. Not that they did not do a lot of climbing. The pas
sage of the Nushik La, crossed only twice previously, during Conway's 
expedition in 1892, is a first class expedition. Almost on their last 
day the author rediscovered the traditional Khurdopin Pass leading 
direct from Baltistan to Shimshal. Thus he linked up with the 
Vissers' map. 

To revert to natural history. An uncompromising photograph of 
a footmark in the snow quite definitely reveals the Abominable Snow 
Man as a bear. Snowmen are about as authentic as the Alaskan bears 
round Mt. McKinley, whose near legs are said to be longer than their 
off legs because they always traverse the slopes clockwise with the sun. 

The book is copiously illustrated with good photographs from a 
number of contributors. The seven sketch maps are clear and ade
quate. There is a good index. I can only find a single misprint !
' Svarlbad ' for ' Svalbard.' 

Mountain Prospect is a good book, true to its title. It is full of 
mountain feeling and appreciation of the scenes described. To me it 
has been of absorbing interest. 

T. G. LONGSTAFF. 

On Scottish Hills. By B. H. Humble. 9! X 7f · Pp. 128, 75 photographs 
by the author. Sketch maps . Chapman & Hall, Ltd., London, 1946. 
Price I 8s. net. 

MR. HUMBLE tells a plain tale of the interesting and varied expeditions 
undertaken mainly at week ends from the Glasgow district by his 
group of friends. It is the sort of story that could be told, with the 
necessary changes in geography, by many similar groups in the bigger 
cities of the north, and in that lies much of its appeal. There is Q 

good deal of sound winter mountaineering described as well as summer 
climbs and bivouacs. 

Mr. Humble's photographs are in the main the pleasant casual stuff 
that we all like to see in our own albums of holiday recollections. 
They blend with the text particularly well, though I did find the 
tendency to break into italics whenever an illustration was signalled, 
rather disturbing at first. This was possibly due to an overdose of 
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detective fiction where a similar change in typography often denotes 
discovery of the body. 

In his preface Mr. Humble says he has produced the book as a mild 
protest against all picture books on Scotland from Abraham to Poucher 
being written by Englishmen. A proper sentiment in a Scot and one 
which could be made effective. Mr. Humble's writing goes part of 
the way. He knows his line of country (' 1937 on Ben Nevis was a 
vintage year ') and, if he reaches no great literary heights, it is because 
he does not attempt to do so, whilst at least he saves himself the descent 
of.any corresponding depths. He has avoided the two main blemishes 
of English work . . . the ' mirth feeble and inane ' on the subjects of 
the whusky, the kilt and the gaelic . . . and the tendency to write a 
comprehensive guide book to this ancient and unconquered kingdom, 
or any part of it, after a month's acquaintance. But with a . few 
exceptions (Plates 35, 6o and 66, for instance, would stand in any 
company) Mr. Humble's photographs, as reproduced, do no.t in my 
opinion attain the standard shown in the picture books to which he 
refers. In photography, as in other affairs, it seems that patriotism 
is not enough. 

c. D. MILNER. 

THE ALPINE CLUB LIBRARY 
By F. OUGHTON, Assistant Librarian 

The following have been added to the Library :

Publications of Clubs and Societies 
Akademischer Alpenklub, Bern. 4I Jahresbericht, vom I November, 

I945, bis 3I Oktober I946. 8! X 5t· Pp. 3I. Illustration, portraits. 
1946 

Akademischer Alpenclub, Zurich. Festschrift zum funfzigjahrigen 
Bestehen des Akademischen Alpenclub, Zurich. 8! x 6. Pp. 223. 
Illustrations, portraits. I946 

Alpine Club of Canada, Banff. Canadian Alpine Journal. Vol. xxix, 
No. 2. 9 X 6. Pp. I77- 3o8. Illustrations, portraits, sketch map. 

June I946 
Appalachian Mountain Club, Boston, Mass., U.S.A. Appalachia N.S. 

Vol. xii, No. 12. 9l x 5t· Pp. I47-288. Illustrations, sketch maps . 
December I946 

Cambridge University Mountain.eering Club, Cambridge. Cambridge 
Mountaineering I946. 8-! X 5t· Pp. 95· Illustrations, portraits, sketch 
map. . I946 

Camping Club of Great Britain and Ireland, London. Camping and 
Outdoor Life. Vol. xlii, Nos. I- 6. 9! x 7l· Pp. 89. Illustrations. 

January- December 1946 
Canterbury Mountaineering Club, Canterbury, N .Z. Extracts from 

J ourna.l, I945-I946. 8! X 5f· Pp. I I7. Illustrations. I946 
Centro Alpinistico ltaliano, Roma. Rivista Mensile, Le Alpi. Vol. lix, 

Nos. I-I2. 9! x 6!. Pp. 520. Illustrations, portraits, diagrams, sketch 
maps. I939- I940 
Vol. lx, Nos. I-I2. 9! x 6!. Pp. 336. Illustrations, portraits, sketch 

maps. I940-194I 
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